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Traditionally, bed and breakfasts and guesthouses in England are owned by families who live 
on the premises. Although they are not usually available during the evening, on average most 
family members work 10 to 12 hours a day from 6 o’clock in the morning; they sometimes 
employ part-time staff. While many hotels ensure a staff presence 24 hours a day and seven 
days a week, guesthouses generally have a more limited staff presence. In Japan, guesthouse 
tenants have to pay a substantial damage deposit and a cleaning fee when they leave. In India, 
tremendous growth can be seen in the guesthouse business. 

Nowadays the guesthouse-accommodation sector has been largely improved from previous 
times. Even home-converted guesthouses often provide three-star-equivalent facilities to 
guests. While people living in a paying-guest accommodation are from all around the world 
and different cultures, for those who live within them, the goal is generally the same: to 
carefully select designs and décor to make their own lives—as well as the stay of the guests—
easy and comfortable.

Modern times and access to information on the internet have increased the desire to travel, to 
see different places, and to live experiences that detach us from our everyday life. The various 
stimuli and the variety of choices of the modern traveler have also created the need to live a 
more complete experience in a place, such as that offered by a home or private retreat, rather 
than the generic accommodation of a hotel. To live in a house in the forest or by the sea has 
created a new need for guesthouse accommodation for the international traveler, and such a 
setting breeds more personalized hospitality from the owner–operators who reside there.

The concept of guesthouse accommodation was generally created by the need to lodge friends 
or relatives and, as such, it traditionally constitutes the extension of a main residence. In many 
cases, the main residence even turns into a guesthouse to be shared with or lent to friends for 
accommodation. 

While not always located in a popular destination, guesthouses should always aim to be part 
of the local culture and/or in accord with the landscape. Guesthouses that I have curated in 
Greece as an interior designer have always possessed clear influences from their landscape and 
geographical location. They were designed to host and were decorated with respect to their 
surroundings to allow guests to be submerged in the experience when visiting them. 

The guesthouse My Fairytale Villas in Vonitsa in the Amvrakikos Gulf is situated in an estate 
full of pine, olive, and citrus trees and has three private beaches. Through the use of stone, 
wood, and bright colors, the décor strongly reminds visitors of the elements and colors of 
nature. Waking up in the morning, guests find themselves in a perfectly quiet environment—
away from the lights and noise of the city—to start their day by enjoying breakfast in nature 
with products produced within the estate. 

The Syra Suites guesthouses are in perfect harmony with the Cycladic landscape on the 
island of Syros, which overlooks the enchanting Aegean Sea. The spaces are distinguished 
by luminosity; they are oriented towards the view of the sea and preserve privacy at the same 
time. The natural and modern interior design refers to the Boho style and reflects a modern 
and global decorative approach of feeling lighter and more intimate.

Finally, in the Namaste Suites in Oia, Santorini on the caldera side, the rooms are basically a 
cave with branches that are used to separate the spaces. The decoration, fully respecting this 
particular architecture, complements and gives the visitor the feeling of a delightful luxury 
accommodation with positive energy influence, as appropriate to the island of Santorini.

These three guesthouses, located in different places in Greece with such a great landscape 
variation—from the forest in Vonitsa, endless blue in Chios, Boho disposition in Syros, and the 
unique setting of a cave in the caldera of Santorini—guests are hosted with a variety of stimuli 
and experiences and are able to take some of the energy of each space away with their experience. 
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The Syra Suites are a group of guesthouses 
on the island of Syros in Greece designed 
by Maria Chatzistavrou of Lime Deco. 
Showcasing modern elegance decorated in 
vibrant earth tones, with stone and wood 
elements, these suites distinguish themselves 
through their brightness and geniality.

The concept for the interior design was that 
of a natural Boho style, which offers life 
and culture. Bohemian-style spaces tend 
to have certain similarities—they share 
some of the same features, yet no two are 
completely alike. The colors are warm 
earthy and the materials are also natural. 

The key to using color in Boho decorating is 
to think warm. Lots of pattern are mixed with 
colors that wouldn’t necessarily go together in 
a conventional way. Throws are layered on top 
of furniture and macramé and scraped baskets 
are hung from ceiling and walls. The key for 
this project was to use materials in this style 
with a mix and match. The materials selected 
were slightly worn looking (not damaged, but 
not shiny and new). Some were fringed—such 
as pillows and carpets—while the overall look 
sought to give a second-hand or vintage feel. 

Each piece was chosen to feel special and tell a 
story. Bamboo armchairs, wicker carpets, and 
bamboo and metallic baskets completed the 
living room areas, while the bedroom décor 
offers a similar eclectic feel. Bamboo sticks 
and thatched straw were used as a headboard, 
as dangling macramé decorates the walls. 

Plants were added to the living room and 
kitchen areas to infuse an urban-jungle style and 
add more greenery, as living among plants is 
beautiful, individual, and sometimes even arty.
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